TOWARDS  A   DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC
word would have liked the forces of democracy and freedom
to have allied themselves definitely with what was to become
" Liberal Protestantism:" It would take us too far afield to
study his plea for such a rapprochement, his defence of Uni-
tarianism " as best reconcilable with our own time as keeping
a shadow of Christian antiquity and thereby reassuring the
trembling mind of the people while joining hands with the
boldest philosophy. It is really nothing but the confession of
faith of the Savoyard curate which was for so long the soul of
the French Revolution."1 The attempt failed; it would be
futile to try to say here whether it was " bound to fail "—if
indeed anything can be said to have been really " bound to "
happen.
Whether a Protestant Unitarian revival was possible or not,
the one thing for Quinet was at all costs to break with the
Church. In the letter to Sue just quoted he admits that it is
now too late to crush the Church, as should have been done
by the Revolution ; so the only thing is for the Church to die
by the gradual withdrawal of all those who care for freedom.
This exodus from the Church is urgent if a new scholasticism
is not to appear.2 Catholicism in fact is but a new paganism,
a restored mythology.
This persistent hostility to Catholicism, this insistence upon
its incompatibility with freedom and progress, material, moral,
spiritual, did not, we repeat, spring in the case of Quinet and
Michelet from any hostility to religion as such but on the con-
trary from a deep understanding of the importance of religion
in the national life. Religion, says Quinet in effect,3 conditions
all forms of human thought and activity. Montesquieu's great
mistake was not to see that religion dominates politics
and is the law of laws, for it is both the expression of the
mind and the chief instrument in the formation of the mind.
It follows therefore that no real reform or deep change is
possible which leaves religion untouched: reforms come from
1	Letter to Eugene Sue, 1856 (Lettres sur la Question religieuse).
2	Quinet was seventy years too early in his forecast, but the prophecy has
now come true—see the works of Maritain.
8 In UEnseignement du Peuple.
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